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(57) ABSTRACT

This invention provides a paintball pod holder system for
convenient one-handed removal and replacement of paint-
ball pods. Preferably, one or more rigid paintball pod holders
are attached to a belt or other support. A stiff lining of the
inside of the paintball pod holder keeps the holder open at
the ends and permits convenient insertion of paintball pods.
The lining also has a spring clip function to securely hold the
paintball pod. There is also a non-slip surface to prevent the
system from slipping against the body during use.

23 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
PAINTBALL POD HOLDER SYSTEMS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is related to and claims priority
from prior provisional application Ser. No. 60/520,057, filed
Nov. 14, 2003, entitled “PAINTBALL POD HOLDER SYS-
TEM?”, the content of which is incorporated herein by this
reference and is not admitted to be prior art with respect to
the present invention by the mention in this cross-reference
section.

BACKGROUND

This invention relates to providing improved paintball
pod holder systems. More particularly, it relates to providing
a paintball pod holder system that provides easy access to a
large number of stored paintballs.

Typically, paintballs are stored and transported within
paintball pods. Some paintball pods have a flip-top or
screw-on cap. Paintball pods are typically carried in paint-
ball pod holders carried by the player.

Paintball pod holders fall into two general categories:
semi-rigid and elastic. Semi-rigid paintball pod holders are
typically made of fabric, padded nylon, or neoprene. They
have the disadvantage of being difficult to manufacture.
Semi-rigid paintball pod holders must be exactly the correct
size to securely and removably hold a paintball pod. If the
holder is too tight, it becomes difficult to insert and remove
the paintball pod. If the holder is too loose, the paintball pod
will move within the holder, causing both noise and incon-
venience in a paintball combat situation. Also, a loose pod
may fall out of the holder and spill its load of paintballs on
the ground. Dirty paintballs cannot be used in a paintball
gun, so this is a great inconvenience for a player.

Elastic paintball pod holders have the disadvantage of
requiring two hands to load a paintball pod into the elastic
paintball pod holder, which requires the player to put down
her paintball gun. During a paintball game, it can be very
inconvenient to place an empty paintball pod back into the
elastic paintball pod holder on a backpack or waist-pack.
Elastic paintball pod holders also have the disadvantage of
being flexible enough to permit a paintball pod to slip loose
during vigorous play.

Paintball pod holders are typically made of heavy-duty
nylon, which is very slippery. The slipperiness of the nylon
permits a paintball pod holder to slip and slide against the
user, especially when running. This movement is noisy and
annoying.

Therefore, a need exists for a paintball pod holder system
that overcomes the above-stated disadvantages. More par-
ticularly, a paintball pod holder that is easy to load and
unload and which securely and quietly holds paintball pods
during play is needed.

OBIJECTS AND FEATURES OF THE
INVENTION

A primary object and feature of the present invention is to
overcome the above-stated disadvantages and meet the
above-stated needs. Another primary object and feature of
the present invention is to provide paintball pod holder
systems.

A further object and feature of the present invention is to
provide such a system that permits one-handed insertion and
removal of a paintball pod. It is yet a further object and
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feature of the present invention to provide such a system that
securely holds ordinary paintball pods despite moderate
variations in the sizes of ordinary paintball pods. An addi-
tional object and feature of the present invention is to
provide a system that prevents paintball pods from moving
within the paintball pod holder.

It is a further object and feature of the present invention
to provide such a system that is wearable and does not
substantially slip or move against the wearer.

A further primary object and feature of the present inven-
tion is to provide such a system that is efficient, inexpensive,
and handy. Additional objects and features of this invention
will become apparent with reference to the descriptions
provided herein.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with a preferred embodiment hereof, this
invention provides a paintball pod holder system, for use by
at least one user playing paintball, comprising: paintball pod
holder means, having at least one length and at least one
periphery, for holding at least one paintball pod; wearable
article means for supporting such paintball pod holder
means; stiffener means, having at least one inner surface, for
stiffening such at least one length of such paintball pod
holder means; and peripheral friction controller means for
controlling peripheral friction exerted on the at least one
paintball pod by such at least one inner surface of such
stiffener means when the at least one paintball pod is situate
within such paintball pod holder means. Moreover, it pro-
vides such a paintball pod holder system, further comprising
non-slip surface means for securing such wearable article
means, when worn by the at least one user, against slipping.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a paintball pod holder system, for use
by at least one user playing paintball, comprising: at least
one paintball pod holder, having at least one length and at
least one periphery, structured and arranged to hold at least
one paintball pod; at least one wearable article structured
and arranged to support such at least one paintball pod
holder; at least one stiffener, having at least one inner
surface, adapted to stiffen such at least one length of such at
least one paintball pod holder; and at least one peripheral
friction controller structured and arranged to control at least
one peripheral frictional force exerted by such at least one
inner surface of such at least one stiffener when the at least
one paintball pod is situate within such at least one paintball
pod holder.

Additionally, it provides such a paintball pod holder
system, further comprising at least one non-slip surface
structured and arranged to secure such at least one wearable
article, when worn by the at least one user, against slipping.
Also, it provides such a paintball pod holder system,
wherein such at least one wearable article comprises at least
one adjustably-closeable belt adapted to adjustably close
about at least one waist of the at least one user. In addition,
it provides such a paintball pod holder system, wherein such
at least one paintball pod holder comprises at least one
fabric.

And, it provides such a paintball pod holder system,
wherein such at least one paintball pod holder comprises at
least one portion of such at least one wearable article.
Further, it provides such a paintball pod holder system,
wherein such at least one stiffener comprises at least one
plastic. Even further, it provides such a paintball pod holder
system, wherein such at least one plastic comprises at least
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one polyurethane. Moreover, it provides such a paintball pod
holder system, wherein such at least one plastic comprises at
least one thin flat sheet.

Additionally, it provides such a paintball pod holder
system, wherein such at least one stiffener lies at least
between at least one portion of such at least one paintball
pod holder and the at least one paintball pod when the at
least one paintball pod is situate in such at least one paintball
pod holder. Also, it provides such a paintball pod holder
system, wherein such at least one peripheral friction con-
troller comprises at least one spring clip adapted to resil-
iently force such at least one inner surface of such at least
one stiffener against the at least one paintball pod when the
at least one paintball pod is situate in such at least one
paintball pod holder. In addition, it provides such a paintball
pod holder system, wherein such at least one peripheral
friction controller comprises at least one frictional surface
structured and arranged to control at least one coefficient of
friction of such at least one inside surface of such at least one
paintball pod holder. And, it provides such a paintball pod
holder system, further comprising the at least one paintball
pod.

Further, it provides such a paintball pod holder system,
further comprising at least one paintball pod ejector adapted
to at least partially eject the at least one paintball pod from
such at least one paintball pod holder. Even further, it
provides such a paintball pod holder system, wherein such
at least one paintball pod ejector comprises at least one
non-slip surface adapted to assist preventing slipping
between such at least one paintball pod ejector and the at
least one paintball pod. Moreover, it provides such a paint-
ball pod holder system, wherein such at least one non-slip
surface comprises at least one neoprene pad.

Additionally, it provides such a paintball pod holder
system, wherein such at least one stiffener comprises at least
about fifty percent of such at least one length of such at least
one paintball pod holder. Also, it provides such a paintball
pod holder system, wherein such at least one stiffener
comprises substantially all of such at least one length of such
at least one paintball pod holder. In addition, it provides such
a paintball pod holder system, wherein such at least one
stiffener is substantially centered along such at least one
length of such at least one paintball pod holder.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a paintball pod holder system, for use
by at least one user playing paintball, comprising: at least
one paintball pod holder, having at least one length and at
least one periphery, structured and arranged to hold at least
one paintball pod; at least one wearable article structured
and arranged to support such at least one paintball pod
holder; and at least one non-slip surface structured and
arranged to secure such at least one wearable article, when
worn by the at least one user, against slipping.

And, it provides such a paintball pod holder system,
further comprising: at least one stiffener, having at least one
inner surface, adapted to stiffen at least one length of such
at least one paintball pod holder; and at least one peripheral
friction controller structured and arranged to control at least
one coefficient of friction of such at least one inside surface
of such at least one paintball pod holder.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a paintball pod holder system, for use
by at least one user playing paintball, comprising: at least
one paintball pod holder, having at least one length and at
least one periphery, structured and arranged to hold at least
one paintball pod; at least one wearable article structured
and arranged to support such at least one paintball pod
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holder; at least one non-slip surface adapted to secure such
at least one wearable article against slipping on the at least
one user during play; at least one stiffener, having at least
one inner surface, adapted to stiffen such at least one length
of such at least one paintball pod holder; and at least one
peripheral friction controller structured and arranged to
control at least one coefficient of friction of such at least one
inside surface of such at least one paintball pod holder.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a paintball pod holder system, for use
by at least one user playing paintball, comprising the steps
of: providing at least one stiffener; providing at least one
paintball pod holder; attaching such at least one stiffener to
at least one interior of such at least one paintball pod holder;
and attaching such at least one paintball pod holder to at
least one wearable article.

Further, it provides such a paintball pod holder system,
further comprising the step of attaching, in such manner as
to impede slipping during play, at least one non-slip surface
to such at least one wearable article. Even further, it provides
such a paintball pod holder system, wherein the step of
providing at least one stiffener further comprises the step of
fabricating at least one peripheral friction controller. Even
further, it provides such a paintball pod holder system,
wherein the step of attaching such at least one stiffener to at
least one interior of such at least one paintball pod holder
further comprises the step of attaching such at least one
stiffener along at least one portion of at least one inner
surface of such at least one paintball pod holder. Even
further, it provides such a paintball pod holder system,
wherein the step of attaching such at least one stiffener
comprises the step of sewing such at least one stiffener.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a paintball pod holder system, for use
by at least one user playing paintball, comprising: a plurality
of paintball pod holders, each having at least one length and
at least one periphery and each being structured and
arranged to hold at least one paintball pod, wherein each
paintball holder of such plurality of paintball holders com-
prises at least one stiffener, having at least one inner surface,
adapted to stiffen such at least one length of such at least one
paintball pod holder; and at least one peripheral friction
controller structured and arranged to control at least one
coeflicient of friction of such at least one inside surface of
such at least one paintball pod holder; at least one belt
structured and arranged to support such plurality of paintball
pod holders; and at least one non-slip surface structured and
arranged to secure such at least one wearable article, when
worn by the at least one user, against slipping. Even further,
it provides such a paintball pod holder system, further
comprising at least one elastic paintball pod holder adapted
to elastically hold at least one paintball pod.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a paintball pod holder
system, in use, according to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of the paintball pod
holder system of FIG. 1, apart from the user.

FIG. 3 shows a larger perspective view of the paintball
pod holder system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4A shows a front view of the paintball pod holder
system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4B shows a back view of the paintball pod holder
system of FIG. 1.
























